We are delighted to announce that the third annual conference of the Asian Sphere Program will take place on Monday-Wednesday, 23-25 April 2018, at the University of Haifa, Israel.
The Asian Sphere Program takes a fresh look at the continent of Asia as a concept and as a reality. It aims at exploring and analyzing the numerous interconnections that have tied its people, cities, and nations. Our third conference is devoted to a critical examination of Jewish communities in the Asian Sphere (exclusive of the Middle East region); their emergence and development; common and idiosyncratic characteristics; mutual connections; cultural contacts with host societies; similarities and differences with other foreign communities in the Asian Sphere; and relevance to broader theories with regards to minorities.
We invite paper proposals in one of the following thematic domains:
• (A) Case Studies on a Single Community: Overviews (with priority to cutting-edge research) on specific Jewish community in East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, or Central Asia. The overview should include brief description on the origins and history of the community, group size throughout time, and sources of income and typical professions; and then focus on its cultural characteristics and uniqueness, contacts with the host societies, and political involvement. 
